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The Textual Dimension in Allamah al-Tabataba't’s
Thought: A Text Linguistics Approach

Raheem Majeed Radi
College of Education for Women /University of Al-Shatra

Abstract

This study examines the textual dimension in ‘Allamah al-Tabataba’t’s al-Mizan, emphasizing
textual cohesion. For him, the Qur’an is an integrated text in which verses interpret one another, and its
coherence arises from a network of interrelated meanings. Internal cohesion is manifested in the contextual
shaping of meaning, while external cohesion appears in the interaction between the muhkam (clear) and
mutashabih (ambiguous), forming a comprehensive thematic unity. Central to his approach is ta’wil,
regarded as an objective reality mediated by language. The study concludes that al-Tabataba'1 provides a
pioneering model in highlighting cohesion as essential to understanding the Qur’anic text .

Keywords: Textual cohesion, ‘Ilm al-Munasabah (Science of Appropriateness), Textology, ‘Allamah al-
abataba’1
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