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Some Terms Used by Arab Historians from the Early
Caliphate Era to the End of the Fatimid State in Egypt

Raghad Hamid Sajit Majran
College of Education for Humanities/University of Babylon

Abstract

This research aims to study a number of terms that Arab historians have examined from the
beginning of the early Caliphate to the end of the Fatimid state in Egypt (11 AH/632 CE - 567 AH/1171
CE). We traced their linguistic origins and the evolution of their meanings across different historical
periods, as well as the influence of political, sectarian, and social changes on shaping their meanings. The
research focused on the most prominent of these terms used by Arab historians in recording significant
historical events, employing an analytical historical methodology based on tracing the terms in ancient and
modern sources and analyzing their semantic development. The research highlighted only a few of these
terms, as they are numerous across various Islamic periods and cannot be fully covered in a single study.

The study's findings revealed that these terms did not have fixed meanings but rather underwent
transformations according to the different eras, and that historians used them with precision and awareness,
reflecting the development of their cultural consciousness. The study also demonstrated the emergence of
new terms in the Abbasid and Fatimid periods that did not exist previously, indicating the continuous
interaction between language and history.

Keywords: Historical terms, sects and schools of thought, Hadith, Arab historians.
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