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The General Rules for Amending International Treaties

Teiba Jawad Hamad
College of Law/ University of Babylon
Haider Saleem Kareem Ali
Workers' Retirement and Social Security Department / Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs

Abstract:

The amendment of international treaties represents one of the fundamental issues in public international
lawr, as it balances the principles of stability of international obligations with the necessity of adapting legal
texts to envol- ving political, economic, and legal circumstances. Over time states may find it necessary to
revise or update certain provisions of a treaty due to Changing circumstances or new international needs,
through interpretation, modification, addition, or deletion.

This study examines the general rules governing the amendments of international treaties under the 1969
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, with an analytical overview of the practice of states and
international organizations. It distinguishes between the amendment of bilateral and multibilateral treaties, both
in terms of principles and procedures, and includes real-world examples such as the amendments to the Rome
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Statute of the International Criminal Court and human rights Conventions. The study aims to assess the
adequacy of existing legal provision regulating treaty amendment, identify practical gaps in implementation, and
propose reforms for developing supplementary rules. An analytical and Comparative methodology has been
adapted, supported. by international texts, scholarly opinions and istitutional practice, to present a
Comprehensive and objective assessment of the envolving rules governing treaty amendments in international
law.

Keywords: Treaty amendment, Vienna Convention 1969, bilateral treaties multilateral treaties, international
law.
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CBD United Nation Convention of Sl g siall Basiall adl) A8
Biological Diversity 1992

UNCCD United Nation Convention to 1994 L) AxdlSal Basiall aal) 48045
Combat Desertification 1994
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CEDAW

Convention the Flimination of

M Guall) ) asen o L) A8l

All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women

)

UNFCCC United Nation Framework FLal il 4 jUaY) Baniall aal) 48050
Convention of Climate Change 1997
1997

TEU Treaty on European Union 1992 | 1992 (n.9¥) Sad¥) Saalea
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