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ABSTRACT:

Ice-nucleating proteins (INPs) located on the surface of ice-producing bacteria, particularly Pseudomonas
syringae, are unique in their ability to induce ice formation at subfreezing temperatures. These proteins
regulate the surrounding water molecules, accelerating ice crystal formation, which in turn damages crops
through frost injury and leads to substantial agricultural and economic losses. According to studies such as
those by Rupp et al., these bacteria actively contribute to ice development on plant surfaces, causing tissue
destruction and reduced agricultural yields. Although their role in agriculture is harmful, they have been
successfully exploited in several industries. For instance, Pseudomonas syringae is utilized in the production
of artificial snow for skiing resorts and in industrial refrigeration, providing a sustainable alternative that
enhances cooling efficiency and reduces energy consumption. Moreover, they play a crucial role in
atmospheric processes by affecting cloud ice formation and precipitation, which has direct implications for
the global water cycle. Research suggests that integrating INB into cloud systems may increase rainfall in
drought-prone regions, potentially offering solutions to water scarcity. Furthermore, ice-producing bacteria
are being investigated for pest management, plant resilience to cold stress, and soil fertility improvement.
These diverse applications highlight their importance across agriculture, industry, and climate regulation,
making them a subject of significant ongoing research.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Pseudomonas syringae and other microorganisms referred to as "ice-nucleating bacteria” (INB)
have been the subject of several investigations [1]. These bacteria create ice-nucleation proteins
(INPs), which serve as nuclei for ice formation and enable ice crystals to form at temperatures
ranging from -2°C to -10°C, in contrast to pure water, which freezes at 0°C [2].
Paul Hoppe initially recognized the function of bacteria in ice formation and their impact on
agricultural products in the 1960s, which marked the beginning of the research of these
microorganisms [1]. For crop protection, Stephen Lindow created genetically altered strains of ice-
producing bacteria in the 1970s [2]).
The importance of ice-nucleating bacteria in atmospheric physics was confirmed in 1993 when
David A. Gilbert and associates studied their impact on precipitation and cloud formation [3].
According to a 2001 study by Nina McPherson and associates, the presence of these bacteria
greatly increases the risk of frost damage to crops.
In terms of cellular structure, Kazuhiro Kawamura and associates (2010) clarified that these
bacteria have unique surface features, like ice-nucleation proteins, that improve their capacity to
produce [4].Additionally, [5]explored the industrial applications of these bacteria, highlighting their
use in artificial snow production at ski resorts and food industry applications [5].
On an environmental level, several studies have examined the influence of ice-nucleating bacteria
on climate change. [6] demonstrated that these bacteria play a fundamental role in cloud and snow
formation. Similarly, Christner et al. investigated their ubiquity in snowfall and their broader
impact on global climate [7].
By changing cloud behavior in the atmosphere, ice-nucleating bacteria impact Earth's energy
balance, according to a 1989 study by Ramanathan et al. on the radiative forcing effects of clouds
on climate. Furthermore, [8]talked about the role that biological particles—like bacteria that
produce ice—play in precipitation and cloud formation.
The importance of mineral and organic particles in ice nucleation in mixed-phase clouds was
highlighted by [9]. Additionally, [10] showed that ice-nucleating bacteria depend on certain
proteins to cause water to freeze. By separating and examining these proteins, they were able to
determine their function in environmental processes.
Therefore, it is clear that ice-nucleating bacteria are an important topic for research and study
because of their extensive effects on agriculture, the climate, and other businesses [2].

As requested, the sources are now credited with just the name of the researcher and the year of
publication. Please let me know if you want any other changes

2. ICE-NUCLEATING BACTERIA AS BIOLOGICAL PHENOMENA

Since some microorganisms can initiate ice formation at temperatures above the natural
freezing point of water (0°C), Ice-Nucleating Bacteria (INB) represent one particular aspect of the
biological reality that is important for the environment. In the absence of these nuclei, the natural
freezing temperature of water can be as low as -40°C [11]. This phenomenon is linked with ice-
nucleation proteins (INPs) [2], biologically active substances that provide nuclei for the freezing of
water and lead to the formation of ice crystals at temperatures between -2°C and -5°C. From their
role in influencing the climate through cloud formation to their adverse impact on crops by causing
frost damage, [9] INB lies at the center of a vast array of natural processes [1]. They find
application in many industrial processes as well .
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Similar to making fake snow and moving tech for fake cooling, ice-nucleation proteins (INPs)
which are made on the outside of the bacterial cell, are the key for the events of helping ice form in
these bacteria [2]. These proteins drop the energy hurdle needed to begin freezing by aiding
bacteria's surface to put together water molecules in a way that looks like the crystal pattern of ice
[5]. Under cold settings, they speed up the making of ice, but under normal conditions, they fail to
reach the water's natural freezing point.

The difference is between freezing induced physiologically and freezing natural. Water does
not freeze naturally at 0°C, except if it is water containing nuclei necessary for the formation of ice
crystals. Usually, pure water may get to -40°C without freezing on its own because there are no
freeze nuclei present [11]. Ice-producing bacteria are important in many environmental processes
because they initiate the growth of ice crystals at significantly higher temperatures [3].

Several bacterial species can serve as biological ice nuclei. The best characterized of these is
Pseudomonas syringae, a widely distributed bacterial epiphyte of plants. These biological ice nuclei
find various applications in different fields, but an optimized production method was required to
obtain the highly active cells that may be exploited as ice nucleators. The results presented here
show that P. syringae cells reduce the supercooling of liquid or solid media and enhance ice crystal
formation at sub-zero temperatures, thus leading to a remarkable control of the crystallization
phenomenon and potential for energy savings. Our discussion focuses on recent and future
applications of these ice nucleators in freezing operations [12], spray-ice technology, and
biotechnological processes [13].

Microorganisms, also known as Ice-Nucleating Bacteria (INB), could facilitate ice formation
at temperatures higher than the natural freezing point of water [14].

3. ICE-NUCLEATING BACTERIA: LIFE CYCLE AND IMPACT

Microorganisms, also known as Ice-Nucleating Bacteria (INB), could facilitate ice formation at

temperatures higher than the natural freezing point of water. The bacteria exist in soil, water, plants,
and the atmosphere. They make life adverse for agriculture because they frost damage crops, while
they are ecologically important because they take part in natural cycles, like cloud formation and
precipitation [2].
The life cycle of these bacteria depends on their capacity to disperse and infiltrate different
environments owing to natural mechanisms such as wind [6], water, and also voluntary and
involuntary contact with other organisms. They also have a wide range of applications- from
industrial purposes to natural environments.

4. THE LIFE CYCLE OF MICROORGANISMS THAT CREATE ICE

One of the phenomena, such as ice-forming bacteria, is very important for agriculture, climate, and
the environment. A peculiar feature of living things is that some bacteria, like Pseudomonas
syringae, can induce ice formation at temperatures above the usual freezing temperature of water.
This is due to the presence on the surface of bacterial cells of some specific proteins, called ice-
nucleating proteins (INPs), and they represent the main mechanism involved in this phenomenon.
These protein particles act as nuclei and help in arranging water molecules so that they freeze at
temperatures between -2°C and -10°C, instead of -40°C as normal water would do if these
catalyzers were not present [4].

The scene and the weather are greatly changed by the presence of these tiny life forms in our world.
Because they are moved into the air by wind or water leaving the ground or plants, they help with
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the making of clouds, rain, and snow. They act like drop makers at high places, helping with the
forming of ice pieces inside clouds which helps make rain or snow. The spread of rain and dry
times in some areas is directly changed by this event, which makes it a part of the worldwide water
flow [8] [15].

These microorganisms are among the factors that broadly affect crops at the level of agriculture.
When they appear on the surface of plants, they favor the formation of ice at low temperatures that
are not entirely freezing, which leads to the expansion of ice within cells and causes damage and
rupture of plant tissues. This is the type of effect that causes great financial loss to farmers,
especially in areas that have seasonal ,frost because it makes plants more susceptible to diseases
and lowers the quality of crops. Apart from their effects on the environment, microorganism
generators of ice have remarkable industrial applications. In ski resorts, the proteins produced are
used for artificial snow creation, which contributes to snow building at temperatures above normal.
Creating facilitation even under less-than-optimal circumstances. They are utilized in refrigeration
and freezing sectors too, with emphasis on the food industry because they help control ice crystal
formation and thus preserve the quality of frozen goods [16] [2].

This is why scientists have labored to find methods that can reduce their adverse effects on
agriculture. These alternatives include genetically modified strains of Pseudomonas syringae to
form what is known as "ice-minus bacteria”; these strains have had the genes responsible for
producing the protein that causes ice formation turned off [13].

The temperature at which injury to plants occurs is predictable based on the ice nucleation activity
of leaf discs, which in turn depends on the number and ice nucleation activity of their resident
bacteria. Bacterial isolates that can incite injury to corn at —5°C are always active as ice nuclei at
—5°C. INA bacteria incited frost injury to all of the species of sensitive plants tested [10], while
they can lead to certain environmental and agricultural problems, are also very important for many
biological and ecological processes. These bacteria have become a major issue in environmental
research because of their involvement in the water cycle and climate, as scientists try to understand
how their relations with each other contribute to climate change and global weather patterns. In
addition, study on such microorganisms could bring new solutions for commerce and agriculture,
stressing their value in modern science

5. CELLS OF ICE-FORMING BACTERIA

Bacteria that can catalyze the formation of ice at temperatures higher than water's normal
freezing point are called ice-forming bacteria. One of the most studied organisms is Pseudomonas
syringae. It plays an important role in nature, influencing precipitation and cloud formation. It also
seriously damages plants by causing water to freeze on their surfaces [7].

The bacteria thus have the capacity because of specialized proteins, such as ice-forming
proteins (INPs), present on their cell surfaces [5].

Unlike pure water, which requires temperatures below -40°C to freeze spontaneously, these
proteins rearrange the water molecules in a manner that favors the formation of ice crystals. This
process can initiate freezing at temperatures as high as -2°C or -5°C [11]. This feature makes ice-
forming bacteria very important in the environment, in industry, and agriculture, and for climate
conditions.

The cellular structure of these bacteria allows them to carry out very important tasks
efficiently. They are essentially Gram-negative bacteria because they possess a thin peptidoglycan
cell wall, which is situated within two lipid membranes outer membrane and an inner membrane.
This special ability of the bacteria exists due to ice-forming proteins inherited in their outer
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membrane. In addition, the genes producing INPs are carried on a circular chromosome by these
bacteria [9], allowing the continuation of this activity in generations. Such exterior features as cilia
and surface hairs make these bacteria move easily through different environments and help them
stick to the surfaces of soil and plants. These bacteria develop ice on the surfaces of plant cells
when the cells are exposed to frost. This process causes freezing damage; it shatters cell tissues and
leads to the formation of hundreds of thousands of micro-ruptures in plant tissues. In important
agricultural crops, this effect leads to enormous economic losses. These bacteria are very important
to the natural water cycle besides their impact on plants. They offer nuclei for the condensation of
water vapor, which in turn speeds up processes of rain or snowfall and aids in the formation of
clouds when they get carried into the sky by wind. Such a characteristic implies that ice-producing
microorganisms have a lesser degree of influence over weather patterns.

Studies have been done to look at whether it is possible to control the work of these germs
because of their power over climate and farming. One of the most famous scientific efforts is the
making of modified types of Pseudomonas syringae called Ice-minus Bacteria. These types help
keep farm plants safe from frost harm by turning off the genes that cause ice; because their proteins
help make fake snow, especially in ski resorts and the chilling industry, which need sharp control
over the freezing process these germs also have big industrial uses [5].

6. THE VIRULENCE AND AGGRESSION OF MICROORGANISMS THAT
CREATE ICE

So, the main point in knowing how the bacteria that makes ice works and its impacts on
nature is its cell build. By looking at this build, ways can be found to reduce their bad effects on
crops and weather while using their good sides in factories.

Ice-forming bacteria, such as Pseudomonas syringe, have great importance in agriculture and
the environment because they promote ice formation at higher temperatures than the normal
freezing point of water. They become a major determinant of crop damage because they can inflict
injury on plant tissues [16], leading to enormous economic losses in agriculture. Because of their
high virulence and aggressiveness under certain biological and environmental conditions, these
bacteria represent one of the most dangerous micro-organisms for frost-sensitive crops. [2]

The ice-nucleating proteins (INPs) they produce arrange the water molecules at the surface of
plant cells in a manner that favors freezing at temperatures just below zero and ultimately leads to
the formation of ice crystals on the surface of the plants. Given that this is one of the major factors
for the virulence of these bacteria, it does further damage by giving them access to the tissues of
plants and thereby creating not conducive but ideal conditions for their multiplication and spread.

Apart from the direct damage caused by them, these bacteria possess some factors of
virulence that assist them in adapting to the environment and spreading. They can secrete enzymes
that digest the cell walls of plants; hence, they gain easier access to plant tissues and further inside
the plant. Therefore, it exacerbates the damage this interaction does to the plant's defenses and lets
more microorganisms infect it again. Such bacteria also produce compounds that induce protection
against unfriendly environmental conditions, such as desiccation and UV radiation, thus enhancing
their survival and proliferation possibilities in all kinds of environments [17].

The ice-forming bacteria are virulent and do not only affect plants but also other ecosystems
[2]. These bacteria mingle into the atmosphere, contributing to precipitation and cloud formation,
which can alter regional and local climate patterns. Because they can cause changes in the
frequency of rain or snow that lead to unpredictable variations in weather, their presence in the
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atmosphere is therefore vital for precipitation processes. These consequences indicate that the
activity of these bacteria goes beyond their involvement as plant pathogens and that they are part of
a more complex ecological network with the capability to influence the global climate.

These bacteria’s aggressive nature is not just a phenomenon; it is a major hindrance to global
agriculture, as it causes massive financial losses, especially in regions where crops that are sensitive
to frost are staples. One of the strategies developed in the effort to mitigate their negative impact is
the use of genetically altered strains of ice-minus bacteria that cannot induce ice formation. These
strains help protect the plants by lowering the chances of frost damage because they compete with
naturally occurring bacteria that induce freezing. [18]

Farmers also employ preemptive steps, such as spraying pesticides on crops to prevent
bacteria from adhering to the surfaces of leaves or using heating systems to maintain temperatures
above a level at which the bacteria could become effective. These measures biotechnological, may
not always be fully effective, hence further research is required to find out methods for minimizing
the effects and spread of these microbes. Ice-forming bacteria thus present a quintessential example
of the interaction between biological and environmental factors, how one microbe can starkly
influence climate and agriculture [16].

These are very important issues for science and nature studies due to their harmfulness and
boldness, which come from both their ability to cause ice-making and their living methods for good
survival and spread in various places [6].

Biological and economic impact

Ice-producing bacteria such as Pseudomonas syringae are important for many biological and
commercial processes because they can generate ice at temperatures above the natural freezing
point of water. These bacteria also influence, indirectly but importantly, the environment, climate,
and agriculture because they can induce large losses in agriculture due to chilling damage to crops.
Indeed, their many effects have prompted much research on their relation to climate, agriculture,
and industry, not only to seek ways to reduce their negative effects but also to exploit their special
properties for practical industrial applications [19].
Because they have an impact on cloud formation and rainfall distribution, their existence in the
atmosphere has been connected to climate change [7]. These results have prompted more
investigation into their possible contribution to climate change [8].

7. IMPACT OF ICE-FORMING MICROBES ON BIOLOGY
1- Impact on vegetation

These bacteria contribute immensely to the harm of plants because they encourage ice
formation on the surfaces of plants. The surface proteins present on the leaves structure water
molecules such that they can freeze at temperatures between -2°C and -5°C. This freezing leads to
the formation of ice; hence, the freezing will burst the cells of a plant when it becomes a tissue
wound, making it much easier for bacterial and fungal infections to penetrate the increased
infectivity of the plant. It can damage crops like citrus fruits, tomatoes, potatoes, and grapes,
reducing output in agriculture and causing huge losses to farmers [7] [16]

2- Effect on the weather and air

The natural water cycle is influenced by a biological agent: ice-forming bacteria. These
creatures contribute to the phenomenon of cloud formation when carried into the atmosphere by
wind or water evaporating from plant surfaces; they disperse widely [19]. These bacteria act as
condensation nuclei for water vapor, accelerating the process of cloud and precipitation or snowfall
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development. They have such an important function in the interaction between life and climate that
their presence in the atmosphere can change weather patterns, increasing snowfall in some regions
or altering the distribution of rainfall in others. [20].

3- Impacts on ecosystems and soil

These soils also contain such bacteria, which will influence the composition of the
environmental microbiome through their activities. Water balance in an agricultural ecosystem
may be influenced by these bacteria in soils, which could facilitate moisture movement. Their
effect on plants is ambivalent, as it can be beneficial or detrimental depending on the climate and
how they interact with other species of bacteria. Sometimes, they contribute to enhancing the
activity of other microorganisms that affect soil fertility [21].

4- IMPACT OF ICE-PRODUCING MICROORGANISMS ON THE ECONOMY

1 . Effect on the productivity of agriculture

Such bacteria cause huge economic losses in agriculture because of their effects on crops.
They damage plant tissues by inducing frost formation on them, thereby weakening the crop and
reducing both its quality and yield. In some countries, with well-expressed dependence on crops
sensitive to frosts, losses can reach millions of dollars per year. For example, bacterially-induced
frost damage is one of the major streaks of Agri-losses in the U.S., impacting commodities like
citrus fruits and strawberries [22]

2 Effect on economic and industrial uses

Though these methods reduce damage, they are pretty costly for farmers, which adds more
pressure on the pockets of the agricultural sector.
Ice-producing bacteria have positive industrial applications besides their negative impact on
agriculture. Their surface proteins are used in the creation of artificial snow, mainly in ski resorts
where they help make snow at temperatures above normal, thus enhancing the effectiveness of
snow-making under less-than-ideal conditions [12]. These proteins are also used in the food
industry to help control ice crystal formation, which helps maintain food quality during freezing
[5].
3 Effects on the food and agricultural markets

These bacteria indirectly affect the supply and demand of the food market because they
influence agricultural productivity. In some years, frosts caused by these bacteria reduce
productivity; thus, it changes the price of certain agricultural products. This effect can impact the
agricultural and commercial economies, as it could bring about a rise in the prices of fruits and

vegetables in foreign markets [7], [16].

8. RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENTS IN SCIENCE

Bacteria that produce ice are considered a major field of scientific research because of their
wide impacts on commerce, farming, and nature. Many research organizations have undertaken
studies to find out how to control these bacteria to reduce their negative effects and take advantage
of their properties in industrial applications. This area of research offers economic potential by
creating new products based on the traits of such bacteria, for example, antifreeze substances or
proteins that improve industrial refrigeration systems (8; 7; 10).

Page | 107

info@journalofbabylon.com | jub@itnet.uobabylon.edu.iq | www.journalofbabylon.com ISSN: 2312-8135 | Print ISSN: 1992-0652


mailto:info@journalofbabylon.com
mailto:jub@itnet.uobabylon.edu.iq
mailto:jub@itnet.uobabylon.edu.iq
https://www.journalofbabylon.com/index.php/JUB/issue/archive
https://www.journalofbabylon.com/index.php/JUB/issue/archive

JOURNAL OF UNNERSITY OF BABYLON

l:or Duwe anJ ApplleJ Sciences (JUBPHS) VOI, 337 S.2 | 2025 ’ N\

HBVIBW Special Issue 2: Proceedings of Al-Muthanna University's
First Conference/Directing Scientific Research Towards
Achieving Sustainable

2 \eidm mtlivunil v anfi AN aui

Comy € e is—y oy Sy O [T (o ey © ey Ty

o

T S D T

9. RESULT
Such ice-nucleating proteins (INPs) are indeed present in known ice-generating bacteria,
such as Pseudomonas syringae. These organisms have a climatic effect through their participation
in precipitation and cloud formation, but they also do great damage to agriculture by causing water
to freeze on the surfaces of plants, injuring crops, and wasting money.
Table 1: Types of Ice-Nucleating Bacteria ( Type and temperature)

Bacterial Species Collection Host Type | Ice-Nucleation Freezing
Site Protein (INP) Temperature
Pseudomonas leaves Various INA ~-2°Cto-5°C
syringae plants
Pseudomonas Soil Various INA ~-2°Cto-5°C
fluorescens plants
Erwinia herbicola Plant leaves | Various INA ~-2°Cto-5°C
plants
Xanthomonas Plant leaves | Various INA ~-2°Cto-5°C
campestris plants

Table 2: Types of Ice-Nucleating Bacteria(effect)

Bacterial Species Effect Source
Pseudomonas It promotes the formation of ice on plant surfaces, Lindow et al., 1982;
syringae which leads to frost damage and increased Maki et al., 1974

susceptibility to pathogens.

Erwinia ananas The formation of ice nuclei, which affects agricultural | Wolber et al., 1986
production, is caused by the frost formed.

Pantoea It has an effect on clouds by forming ice on them, Méohler et al., 2007
agglomerans which helps in the formation of rain..

Xanthomonas Severe tissue damage from the accumulation of ice Govindarajan &
campestris formation on them.. Lindow, 1988
Pseudomonas Its activity is weaker, but it plays a role in ice Hirano & Upper, 2000
fluorescens formation.

Pseudomonas It affects the ice nucleus in moving clouds and leads | Morris et al., 2008
viridiflava to rainfall.

Pseudomonas It contributes to the formation of ice in natural Wang et al., 2012
borealis environments, and it is isolated from cold

environments.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

It has been concluded in this study that ice-producing bacteria play a major biological and
ecological role because they possess ice-producing proteins (INPs) that help in controlling water
molecules and promote the formation of ice crystals at temperatures greater than the natural
freezing point of water. This ability gives them influence over climate, agriculture, industry, and
the water cycle.

A study shows that these bacteria rank amongst the biological entities, which are, over time,
fundamentally influencing the global climate owing to their participation in precipitation and cloud
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formation. They have adverse effects on agriculture as well because they damage crops by causing
freezing water on the surfaces of plants, which is very costly to farmers, especially in frost-
endowed regions. These bacteria will become more potential plant pathogens because they also
produce enzymes that assist them in penetrating the plant tissue, thus imparting them with
aggressive characteristics.

It therefore implies that there is a feasible way through which the harm these bacteria can do
may be mitigated. For instance, ice-minus bacteria are genetically engineered strains of bacteria
that cannot help the formation of ice thus helping crops withstand frost. Others are heating systems
which can be used to protect crops from cold and spray on plants certain materials that will prevent
germs from adhering to the surfaces.

Despite their drawbacks, the study has shown that INPs have important industrial
applications—such as making artificial snow for ski resorts and serving the food industry to control
freezing methods while improving the quality of frozen products.

Considering these outcomes, further study is recommended to figure out how to control the impacts
caused by such bacteria, either through contemporary farming methods or via genetic manipulation
techniques, in order to achieve a compromise that would permit damage reduction along with
benefiting from their industrial possibilities. Genetically modified strains of ice-producing bacteria
for crop protection.
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